Dear Jon, 12/15/74 

The letter I wrote you earlier bothers me* ^oforo going to bed I must add to it# 

Wo are both at a disadvantage in those natters# If I toll you the truth I come 
ac cross like a bitter sorehead# And you really have no way of knowing vdiat is truth and 
fact# In odtiition, there is a long history of wliich you are not aworo# I have a considerable 
file on it and, immodest as it may so m -again you con bo satisfied if you are ever here - 
I think tiiat in the future it will have some value to young poo pie in teaching them how 
to analyse political situations# In that case I called every shot, with 1 CX>/^ accuracy, 
long in advance, including telling Fred u raham in advance precisely wlmt he would write. 

Hero you can satisfy yourself in oil respects it you* 2)1 be patient with my young 
friend, who was hero, who also hold a view other than mine to begin with and persistently, 
and lias first-hand knowledge of the ^aliara and all the other parts# iio is Howard Hoffman, 
one of the few authentic exports in the field# 912 SW 7 Ave#, #3, Uainooville, Fla# 32601# 

He is in law school f first year# While 1 toll you that I fool of him as a father does of 
a son, I also toll you tliat Howard will be truthful# *f you arrange to call liita, 1 ara 
certain that be* 11 toll you quite a story. In fact, if you do, since I do want to leave 
tapes of these tilings where the opinions of other's are spontaneous and also roeprospeo tivo , 
ask him about taping it# lias read all my Cyril file and all the relevant files and 
was involved in quite a fight in which I alone in th« critical corn; .unity opened any one 
of us Ixiiir/ booby-trapped into looking ut the so-called autopsy material because wo would 
inevitably be used for propaganda, especially against the innocent survivors# I have two 
invitation from the Archives and GSA that I rejected# % money was whore my mouth was# 
let in 1966 Iv/aa the first to apply# 

Howard will toll you also that when ho decided to disagree with m c I did not at 
any tine pressure him au«. instead $11 spout much time i.t\ long letters showing him how to 
preserve Ms own integrity in the matter so wiiat, rcgardleas of the outcome, he’d have no 
trouble .,ith his own conscience# Hq can toll you of personal experiences with j^yril# nnd 
he just happened to be hove when rod Urahara, thou with tho Tin*>£, culled uio# Before tlio 
fact# hi* ht 3 urd mo toll ^reu what So would write, even how ho would angle# lias tho story 
Fred later wrote# not with iii.ru I’m sure 110*11 remember enough. The not result of tho 
Cyril solf-seeidiig was to blame tho kenndyn for all tlio official suppression , and if 
falsely, quiuo px*esuaoivoly# ^uito an operation* Xu tills claming of the 4onnedys all 
others were exculpated# In the paper of record, too# 

After that Cyril went really era ay* There an? interviews whore it comes out that 
in looking at tills autopay material (which he still does not really understand) he found 
ppoof of Cuban exile conspiracy* The whole nutty sohaenr* Just 00 lie got Ms name spelled 
ri^t and, of course, used* 

Jim iiosar will romuziber pretty much that ’whole uffaix*# H«j also opposed my position# 
onu tho guy Cyril fixe a up with a job with him, dob Smith, dia^wore strongly and spent some 
three montiis or more trying to prepare himself to help Cyxol# Lor 4 ; after tliat ^mith was 
still nutty about frangible bullets and tilings like that. Smith camo here to look at other 
files ho never looked at# u o was then in the aiimo office as ^oscar, at tho CTIA* When he 
was talking ouch nonsense and not looking at upy ; files X uskea if wo coul~ talk as well 
outside 00 1 could trim out some trees for firewood# I got angrier and angrier the longer 
the foolishness want on, and it was worse because I f It I bind to hide it# Tho result is 
that I almost chopped off my left thumb# I still can bend it only half v/ay# 

So, if you think that what I wrote is strong, uimmanablo, unf actual or motivated 
by any evil spirit, by all means check roe out# I’ve been honest with you. Perhaps a bit 
more than raji usual bluntness but these have boon very trying months In ways I can’t go its 
into on the Roy case# ^ivingston is but a glimmer# Tlio problems aro any tiling but over# Nor 
is tho work# ^id there now is nothing else I’d not rather lio doing. Tills lias been true for 
years# But I really have no principled choice# 


A: Ada from our own fucking up (not ^osar! ) wo* 11 boi lucky is the State doesn't 
pull cone new (iirty stuff. I think they have to be dcoparate and we have the kind of 
characters who lend themselves to it* At and before tho hearing* 


I know my fuse is a little bit shorter. But I intended no offense. X tend to be 
ftfothright ana believe X owe it* 

Perhaps cone explanation of ry comasnt on your not spotting on your own reason 
for doubt would bo helpful* You are not in a position to know whether when Cyril represents 
something an fact it in iz or in not.This will bo true on many subjects throughout your 
reporting life. So, ho w can you make a |4 jud geaont not on fact but on integrity? You lu>ve 
to look at other than the fact you cun f t evaluate* I think it would bo a good exercise for 
you to go over that anrae piece not in (beciteraont because it in good copy from an expert 
and on a subject you and your audience finds interesting but quootionin 4 ;ry. *h> a nitpiefcer* 
Notiiing h id about tiiat in a roportex* an long as he doesn't write tt&t way* has to -oam 
truth to report truth. And nobody is an expert on every subject in tho world. 


I *vc node a couple of specific observations. Ky recollection isn’t clear enough 
to acy there arc more. I’ll be surprised if there ere not. I can thing Sf something e2.se 
that ic atmilor. An you x*oad it count the number of personal pronouns. K cm there in nothing 
at all with either flrct-peraou accounts or citing yourself an an authority from personal 
observation or actions. However, as you do thin, also ask yourself if each thing for which 


ho thus takes credit he rec.lly did or in the first to do 


or knows 1 g 


repetition of otter 


work of which! his reader, for all the footnotes, haa no knowle 
may have no basis, than ask yourself questions like is It pose 
by anyone for eight year a or more? 


dgc .Where you nn y foci you 
i.bl* that tltLs wacn3t d(<no 


blowing the thrust of the piece, you might ulso ask yourself well, if ho is tbX& 
gung no! and hue done ail tills gr-ut work, v?hy didn^u ho. ....... ? f tl u . u k you nmy find 

a couple. I think they ore pretty obvious. And I *11 ‘be that I can stew you that 1 did 
try those tilings and te din not. Without reminder from him. Anil £ 10 X 02*0 tliiu piece. Anu 
now ways currently, on which 1 want no mention. X want success, tet puol^ciuy • (,I*ntiroly 
off tho record, no mutton to anyone: tte teC denies the no urt on-activation testing. I’m 
still iooldng xor holes in possible sor-uintics. And X knew it was done and tte essence of 
die results years ago and it is in font tertcia. That was done before frame-Up}, uucudng 
the last purt of tiiree.)(Hm:ard has road it.) 


Cyril lias no monopoly. There is a wild man in Kansas, another pathologist, Nichols. 
He (Saals other people 1 ^ work am) copyrights it. If you doubt, write hr. Riolv^rd Amabel, 
Dupt. Classics, queens ;i niV,* ton , Ontario, Cundda. He, did it to kick and whou we 
loaned him work An confidence. With a picture te did it so offoutively I can stew you 


lett xrs from tho archives soaring they took tte picture for hiu, not w«Plus collection, 
hick is a classio.i.nt but also an outdoErrsoan and t\ wry good amateur ballistics man. 


The field is full of Those typos, especially those who can profit professionally. 

It makes a very serious problem, now does one oopo v/ith it? How does one reply to a reason- 
able inquiry for say you, a reporter? Xt is true of the coxa? loroioli sore like that Cambridge 
gsngj too. How cau 0 no follow them with reason and £uet and hot be bolioved by the yo'Uig 
people not to be a copout? Or so/uo kind of secret federal agent? 

It ia not an easy situation. % way may not be the boot, but at least I am honest 
about it, at the risk of people thinking badly of me for it. X see no real choice! 

Uhat I’m really saying tlmt probably sounds avuncular and X mean to be sort of ttet 
way in a not offensive sense is develop your own critical faculties. Bo it until it becomes 
second nature. ¥ou* 11 1- am more, believe lose crap and be a better reporter anti a wiser 
man for it. If I did not have this in mind, I'd not have talcen this time. Tho time is when 
you arc* young. 


Sincerely. 


12/15/74 


i 


Doar J on, u Medicine promotion of 10/28/74 

Sstrs r^rMSr^ sse, & — — — - - 

JFK assassination. Bli t j j^e more that they are truo. Even 

I do hate to have to soy 3U ^ mltil 1973 (with a strong suggestion that 

30.ua fet of the stuff ho Says was not^ased^ a , ?0 . ?t simply was not secret 

he caused it) I had, wrote about tm?i «r^ really did any work and can t 

until 1973 in all files, "lie troubel ^ that oynx 

think of the business he’d lose if he • the 11^03 of disclosure and as best 

It is possible to wake further <f 0J J* you’d never know froia this E#ca that 

I can I am leaking them. Have in the past' ^^ug. £ ^ a witaeaa m another case because 
I'ci sued for tlio spectre ^.x^h luua also 1 ^ eypito llira ). You’d never know from his 

it would cost him too much - b ^ I f Ldongrossiomil debates and is the major cause 
late October piece that this suit f ^ u autoS^f ilos. Only Cyril exists in his writing 

for revision of the FOI oxemption on i. ^J^^leaB from seeing the autopsy muteiial 

ana only he did any work, iho truth * iire0 i5arts 0 f a book 1* wrote on it ana what 

sx: yott c " / tMl 

I can oomnnt briefly before filini «* 

so the stack won’t keep growing I'll do it. oion' t recover all the ballistics 

Even the simplest facts are not iact. ^ ^ s0Ifl0 mt orialn not available 

materials in his or any other ’ 'Y'SSd ^it nothing he mentions isn’t available oy 
were made available it would bo oue from Iris discipline ho has to 

another means and what lo 1 » have been. The questions be ad^osses 
this day never reported what wasn answered in other ways only he doesn t *oi 

a ~ - 

"I now helievo that there has Uot until now? And you marked thai? 

%ZZ.''£, STS? »-* ,,ith w 

- £ STSfc 

is childish. Why kid people vdtn til. t t ^3 come from 399? 

completely impossible for the Connelly -, mr t. I’ve had tide for years and 

C ° P Yd pj, col 1 .bottom, that I was not now . Only not published, 

had it in a book at lea^t throo yoara £0 • m * thinlc that it v/ao just this way, 

4-th headed "Shedding i^o2^> ^ waQ ^Qt "roleasod? 11 You. know 

— or T£ uT:^TX^iT^ u t ta t » a- 

for question on thl:> un.l I tat- J Uoo n opB rtnont is oovorinB us tho l ' 05 *^r l0n 8 

SS ■tr^oo is — u». OM « 

think it was aoveilng iiS£i£* T , boliove tlmt your ovm critical reading oi 

You are young. WU loam. Dub Slulling why the medical profession tlat 

piece should at least have given you th at he alohe has done this great 

e t3 this x.ord gets no other name and i to him? 1^11 do nothing with this pie 

$Sk. What better reason to refer young people. I have no desire to 

-SR - 1 b “*’ 


